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[ Memory of the uſt is bleſſed: 
but the Name of the 15 


ſhall rot. 


EX T to a good Conſciencs that a5. 
proves of our Doings, and. giyes us 
Confidence towards God; nothing in 

this Life brings greater Delight than 
the concurrent Approbation of Men: as when 
one perceives himſelf to have the good Word, 
and the good Will of ſuch as obſerve his Con- 
duct; and hath cauſe to hope the ſame from 
al that thall at any time be made acquainted. 
f with his Actions: For tis This that gives a 
Man Credit and Reputation in the World, or, 
as the Wile-man ſpeaks a Good Name, which. 
according to him, is rather to be choſen than 
great Riches; and /oving Favour, which he 
prefers to & Auer and Gola. Honour, a Term 
of much the fame Import, which is often ſet 
at an equal value with Life it ſelf, and ſome- 
times prefer d before it; ſignifying little more 
than an acknowledgment of our Eſteem and 
Alcon far the Perſon to whom it is gi- 
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— 


ven, on account of the Opinion we have of 
his Worth: As on t'other ſide, Contempt, In- 
famy. and Diſgface are but Indications of the 
bad Opinion which People have of the Perſon 

concern'd, tho' they are reckon'd among the 
greateſt Evils that can befall us in this Life, 
and ſometimes make Life it ſelf become a 


— Burden hard to be born. EE 


How it comes to paſs that a Man's Mind 
| ſhall be fo affected with what others think 
concerning him, as that his Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery ſhould in any fort depend upon their 
Opinion, is what perhaps every One cannot 
- anſwer to his own Reaſon. Ir's true, the 
good or bad Opinion which People have of 
a Man, will upon Occaſions diſcover it ſelf 
by ſome outward Significations of Eſteem or 
Contempt; but if it goes no further, theſe 
cannot give him any bodily Pain or Pleaſure; 
they neither offend nor gratify any one of 
his Senſes, nor indeed are they ever regarded, 
but as they are ſuppos'd to repreſent the in- 
ward Thoughts of Men's Hearts. A Man's 
Intereſt in the World does indeed often depend: 
upon the Opinion others have of him, and 
that is doubtleſs one great Cauſe, why He is: 
ſo tender of his Reputation; but it cannot be 

the only nor the Principal Cauſe: For his In- 
tereſt and his Honour ſometimes prove in- 
compatible, inſomuch that if he will cleave 5 
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the one, he muſt forſake the other; and in that 


Caſe, an ingenuous Man is never at a Loſs 
which of the two He is to abandon. Be- 
ſides, Men are commonly then beſt pleas'd 

when their Fame ſpreads the wideſt, reaching 
to Places they ſhall never ſee, and to Perſons 
from whom they expect neither Good nor 


Harm. Death puts an end to all the Intereſt 


a Man can have in this World, but does not 
ſet Bounds to his deſire of Glory: For we ſhall 
ſeldom find any more earneſt to maintain their 
Credit whilſt they live; than to leave a good 
Name behind them at their Death; and ſuch as 
deſpair of doing ſo, go out of the World with 
Regret upon that Account. Many there have 
been, and doubtleſs are, who have toyl'd all 
their Life time upon Deſigns neyer, to take 
effect till their own Eyes were clos d. and all 
in hopes that in after Ages their Names ſhould © 
be mention'd with Honour. And there have 
been many more that have cheerfully ſubmitted 
to an honourable Death, rather than be forc'd 
to lead an ignominious Life. 


* 


For as much affected as Men are with a De- 


fire of Glory, they have ſtill a more lively 
Senſe of Diſgrace. This they cannot hide who 
may make a Shift ro diſſemble the other: and 
there is not any Condition of Life, that pur; 


Men above or below the Reach of Contempt. 
Thoſe in the bigheſt Stations ſeem to be more 
| | A 2 TT {en- 
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beaſbly touched than any, with every ca 
rending that Way. The wiſeſt and beſt of Men 
rake what care they can that »o Man ſpouli 
deſpiſe them; the Beggar upon the Dunghill 
will be ſtird with Reproach ; and thoſe more 
unhappy Wretches, that can be guilty of the 
baſeſt Practices, are offended when they are 
call'd what they are content and reſolv'd to be; 
having ſtill ſo much regard to the Cenſures of 
the Word, when they are afraid of nothing 

elſe, that they ſhall ſtand in ſome awe of other 
Men's 3 after they have got the Ma. 
ſtery of their own. And when their Crimes 
are ſo notorious that they cannot be conceabd. 
they ſhall yet be offering at Excuſes, be they 

ever ſo frivolous, or ſuch as can yy ſerve wo 
berray their Shame. 

The Truth is, the Symptoms of Shame will 
always be hanging about ſuch Men, do they 
what they can to get rid on'r. That, and it's 
contrary, the Deſire of Glory, being peculiar 
to Man, as they affect him immediately in his 
moſt ſenſible Part, by which he differs from 
other Creatures; fo they ſeem inſeparably in 
herent in his Nature. To diveſt himſelf of hens 
would be in a manner to put off rhe Man; and 

He that does fo, muſt either have rais'd him- 
ſelf above the common Standard of human NA. 
ture, or rather he muſt have ſunk many De- 
proes | below it: ny of chis ſort being 
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rarely, if ever, found; but in ſuch as have 


little elſe to diſtingaiſh em from brute Creas 
tures. CCCCCCCCCCCC oo apes Hef 
Tis in vain then to ask a Man the Reaſon 
why He ſhou'd be pleas'd with Honour ac: 
quir'd by noble Actions; or why the wicked 
Wrerch . ſhould be confounded with Shame; 
whoſe knaviſh Practices are brought to Light? 
for theſe Affections of the Mind are not in the 
Man's own Power; nor are they leſt to his 
Diſcretion, any further than to keep them 
ſettld upon their proper Objects. For the reſt, 
He is as paſſi ve, as to them, as he is in Re- 
ſpect to any Pleaſure or Pain that he feels in 
his Body, or rather much more ſo; for thoſe 
affect only the outward Man, and may in a 
great Meaſure be kept from reaching further: 
whereas the Mind it ſelf is wounded with 
Diſgrace, which is as a Sword that pierces the 
very Soul. For all which, no other Reaſon 
can be given, but the good Pleaſure of Him 
that created us: It ir He that hath made tis 
, & not we our ſelues. But if we look for- 
ward to the final Cauſes of Things, we ſhall 
find our ſelves to be thus diſpos'd, for Ends that 
are highly worthy of the divine Wiſdom and 
Goglteſs- in 7 f 8 

The Well-Being ar leaſt of Men in this 
World depends upon rheir mutual "Aſſiſtance 
of one another; but this rhey can neither give, 
52 1 8 2323 ü 


ſoon be embroyl'd and become ſo hateful to ab 


” are prompted to ſuch Things as muſt render 


6 A SERMON Preachd lt 
nor receive, unleſs join d together in Commu- || ” 
nities; nor could they ever continue ſo join'd, 
had they no other Principles of Action, but a 
the Gratification' of their ſenſnal Appetites, ' or 
the Concern which every one has for his own 
ſeparate Intereſt: for theſe would ſo often put I 
many upon ſeeking the fame Things, by all 
Methods of Force and Fraud, that they would 


one another, that Man would aſſoon come 
within the Reach of a Man, as he would ſtand of 
in the Way of a Wolf, or any more dangerous 
Beaſt of Prey. But as every Man is diſposd ** 
by Nature to covet as much of the Eſteem and 
Good-Will of others, as he can poſſibly pro- 
cure, this Principle directly tends to reconcile 
and unite them, The All-Wiſe Author of our IU 
Nature having ſo contriv'd it, that in order to 
gratify the ſtrongeſt Paſſion of their Souls, they 


em Agreeable and Beneficial to one another: 
by which means, Life, as it were, is preferv'd 
in human Society, juſt as we maintain Health 
and Vigour in our Bodies, by fatisfying our 
craving Appetites. Hence we may learn the 
meaning of that immenſe Deſire of Glory, which 
abounds ſo much in generous Minds, that it 
cannot be confin'd to Place or Time. It is in 
effect, but the Voice of Nature calling upon 
them to do all the Good they can, and that 
| | not 
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not to their Friends and Acquaintants only, 
but to as many as they can, of thoſe that are 
afar off, and of thoſe thar are yet unborn. _ 
It is indeed at preſent but a /?z// Voice, and 
not generally underſtood, or ar leaſt not com- 
monly hearkn'd to by all that pretend to Ho- 
nour. For that general Corruption deriv'd to 
us from our firſt Parents is not more remark- 
able in any Inſtance, than in the Perverſity of 
theſe Affections of the Mind, which are as 
often turn'd aſide from their due Objects, as 
our bodily Appetites are from theirs: If theſe 
are ſometimes: ſo deprav'd as to make us loath 
the moſt wholſom Food, and luſt aſter that 
which is hurtful to the Body, and even nau. 
ſeous to an unvitiated Palate; fo we may fre- 
quently obſerve the Deſire of Glory, and the 
Senie of Shame to be ſo far inverted, that a 
Man ſhall pride himſelf with a ridiculous and” 
inſupportable Vanity, in that which he will 
Muſh at, when in his right Mind; and be 
aham'd of doing what wou'd beſt become him; 
looking upon That as a matter of Diſgrace, in 
which, had He his Senſes about him, he would 
place his chiefeſt Glory ; and ſtriving to ger 
imſelf a Name, by doing ſuch Things as will 
ne day infallibly turn to his Confuſion. The 
deplorable Conſequence of which is, that we 
may ſometimes obſerve Men that are well 
nough qualify d for doing Good in ſeveral Re- 
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being a Bleſſing to their Neighbours become a il 
publick Nuiſance and a common Plague to all 
that are near em. And, what will as certainly U 


Men, and of others the 


| Rewards and Puniſhments; propoſing/no leſs a 
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efts, who, by the prepo ers Courſe a 
men to advance: their Glory, ſhall, nw R 
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follow, inſtead of thoſe Honours with which | 
they flatter their vain Imaginations, they ſhall I h) 
draw upon themſelves the 3 of good fa 

ndignation and 
Scorn. [ JC. 
The great Depravity of human Nature in 


this Reipect is ſo apparent, that much Notice fr 


has been taken of it in the Heathen World: Nu 
And it was the main Buſineſs of ancient Mors Ifo 


liſts co fer Men right in their Notions as to this rec 
Matter. To which purpoſe was all that — thi 


taught about ſuch Things as they call'd Honeſſa rar 
and Turpia. kad and Alg. The moſt ex- fall 


cellent Lawgivers of all civiliz d Nations, to of 


prevent the Miſchiefs ariſing from miſtaken Ia. 


Notions of this kind, took all poſſible care to Itbe 


have the Marks of Honour and Diſgrace plac'd for 
where they were moſt deſerv d, and where they ma 
might be 1o conſpicuous as to ſerve for publick 
Direction. Our Holy Religion, which reſtores 
Nature to it's original Rectitude and Integrity, 
by reducing our Aﬀections to Reaſon, abounds 
with Precepts to the fame Purpoſe, and en- 
forces them with the Sanction of the greateſt 


Read 
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Reward 2a Etern, al Life, to ſuch as ſhall taks 


the right. way 0 Glory. and Honour and Im- 


morality ;. and denouncing the moſt terrible 
Woes, Which, if not regarded, will end in 


ons and everlaſting Confuſion, againſt falle 
Was vr Pretenders. to Glory, that is, all 


as mall g ect the Praiſe: of .. Men, when, 


5 in any wile, ingo iſtent with the, Praiſe 
if God. 

The Te ext | 1, have dee a as proper for the 
preſent Occaſion, will give us a ſure and cer- 
tain Rule for our Direction in this Matter: 
for it can never fail, when underſtood: and; 
reduc'd' to Practice. And L have choſen it at 
this Time, becauſe the former Part of it war- 
ants us in what we are now doing; for it both 
allows. and obliges us to honour the Memory 


of our Founders and Benefactors: The latter 


part indeed ſeems to be ſomewhat foreign to 


the proper Buſineſs of this Pay: I {hall chere 


fore meddle with it little further, than as it 
may ſerye to illuſtrate what we are taught in 
the former. Tho“, by che way, it may not be 
aniſs to take POPE of the Warning there gi- 
ven us. For in caſe we thou al ever be ſo wick 


ed, as. by Breach of Truſf, or otherwile, wil. 


ly to fruſtrate Their pious, Intentions, by 


whoſe Charity we are maintain d, few People in 


j 


he World. would find themſelves more con- 


ad in that latter Part of che Text than Hour: 


| 
i 
| 
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Place: For tis not 
ſome Seniſe be ſtiPd a Jiſt or an 
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contains two diſtinc 

poſitions, 28 | Rn mern Prg. 
The F irſt is, The Memory of the Ja i 


a he's Second, 7 he Nome t the 7 icked ' hal 
ror. ECT SES VIA) iT! 

My — will be to explain the Term 
of Which each Pro) fition confiſts, And with. 
all, to ſhew' the Connexion that is 'berween 
them; and then to apply the Py con- 
tain d in the” firſt Propoſition t che preſent 
Occafin. 117 211-24 * D | 

In explaining the Terms; the chief Difficulty (t 
will be e give ah adæquate Notion of thoſe fn 


7 


that are the Subjea of each Propofiri ion. For or, a 


tho none can be ignorant of their meaning in te 
General, yet et twill Yequire ſome ca ideration 


to determine preciſel 7 What they ſignify in this 
one, Thar" mo in 
8 onelt an; 


ce 


w 
ly 
ar 
1 
whoſe Memory is, or ſhall be bleſſed* Nor te 
does *what' is {aid of the Wicked or finful Per. t 
ſon, ſeem applicable to all thar may come un- © 
der that Deliomination F ſhall therefore Begiu 
with the tw O Prædicates as more cafy to be Th 5 
derſtood; arid when they are ſo, they Ne dire * 
us how to fix the 'Sen{e'of thoſè other. erths. L 
"Firſt then, as to what is faid"concernivg the N"* 
Perſon here" ſtiled, The” Fuft . bers chat N= 
his Memory ir el, The 'Seprua "render al 
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a 1h, 7191'T Wy TOME EA. CIDER TID LAT 2 Wb 
the Word which We tranſlate B leſſed. ger. to- 


* 


e, The Vulgate Latin hath, cus lands 
but both ſeem to come ſhort of the Original 2 
n which ſignifies zo or fur a Bleſſing: ſo 
that the meaning of the Sentence ſeems. ro be, 
that the J aſt Mall be remember d in Order to 
be Bleſſed. or that Men ſhall remember him 
for that very end and purpoſe that they may 
bleſs him. Now to Ble in Scripgure Phraſe, 
when it denotes the Act of one, Man towards 
ahother, that is his Equal or his Superior, ſignifies 
a great deal more than to fer forth, his Prailes, 
(tho” it includes that:) for it comprehends like - 
wiſe Reſpect, Love, Gratitude, and in ſhort, 

all tbat we mean by Honouring in the moſt. ex- 
tenſive Signification of that Word, As when 
we give Honour to them whom we moſt high- 
ly admire and eſteem, and towards whom we 
xe at the fame Time the moſt kindly affected. 
Tis indeed the Term ordinarily us d in Scripture 
to expreſs the Returns of Praiſe and Thanks-. 
giving that are due from Man to Almighty 
God. 


— 


Thus the P/a/mift, expreſſing his in- 
ward. Sentiments of the Diyine Goodneſs— 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me, bleſs bis Holy, Name: Bleſs the 
Lord, On Soul, and forget not all his, Be. 
vefts.. Pl. 103. v. I. 2. In the 29 % of Job 1116 
ud following Ves i 6gnifics the joytul and 
grateful "Acknowledgments, which Perſons, re- 
od oo 1 


oF 
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liev'd from extreme Affliction and Miſery make 
to their Benefactor. When the Ear heard me, 
then it Bleſſed me, and when the Eye [aw. me, 


it gave Witneſs to me: becauſe I deliver'd 
the Poor that cry d, and the Fatherleſs aud 
him that hath none to help him : The Bleſſing 
of him that was ready to periſh came upon 
me, and I causd the Widow's heart to ſing 
with Foy. That magnificent ' Preſent with 
which Jacob according to the Eaſtern Cuſtom, 
ſtill in uſe, honour'd his Brother Eſau, Gen. 33, 
is there call'd by him his Bleſſing ; and under 
that Name was doubtleſs deſign'd by him, as 


an outward Teſtimony of rhe moſt profound 


Reſpect; as may appear, both from his Beha- 


viour, for he bow'd himſelf ſeven times 10 


the ground, until he came near his Brother, 


and from his Words, which were ſtill more re- 
ſpectful; Therefore I have ſeen thy Face, as 


tho) I had ſeen the Face of God, and thou 
waſt pleaſed with me; Take, I pray thee my 
Bleſſing hat zs brought thee, _ 
import no leſs than that the Perſon here call'd, 
The 7uſt, ſhall attain to the higheſt kind of Ho- 


Nour, that the Condition of Mortals is capable 


of For that he, by acting ſuitably to his 
Character, will imprint on the Minds of Men, 


ſuch a lively and laſting Senſe of bis Merit, 
that they ſhall not only highly reſpect him 
1 98 );! 8 whilſt | 


The Words then of this firſt Part of our Text 


in Tainix zg COLLEGE Cnarzr, 13: 


e | whilſt he lives, but will take occaſions. to re- 
„member him when Dead. and to celebrate his 
* Memory, With all poſſible Fee of, 
4 Eſteem and Affection. bo 
+ Pwr hat which is affirm d of the Wicked i in the 
> || ſecond Part of our Text, ſeems deſign'd by the 
z | Wiſe-Man, for the Reverſe of har he. de, 
7 ff clires in another Place, Eccl. 7 ch. v. 1. He 
? there ſays, That a good Name js better than 
, precious Ointments ; alluding, as tis ſupposd. 
„to the practice of Eaſtern Nations to embalmn. 
r || their Dead, in order to keep them from Putre- 
action with it's Conſequents; and implying,. 
d chat a good Name ſhall proye a better Preſer- 
- Native and Perfume, as it were, to a Man's Me- 
0 Emory, than any precious Ointments will be to 
„Ihis Body. Whereas, on the contrary, the 
Name of the Wicked, as he here declares, ſhall : 
periſh together with himſelf; and be forgotten 

1 Nin'as ſhort a Time, as his Body would conſume... 
away. Or in caſe he gives the World cauſe ta 
Iemember him, as wicked Men often do, he 
t hall be mention'd with Abhorrence, his very 
. Name will be as offenſive to the Far, as his 
> carcaſs would BE to the Sight or Smell, were 
e Iit order'd or fſuffer'd to rot above Ground. | 
is But this, as I have faid, is not ſurely the g 
„ ot of every ſinful Man; nor, on other ſide, 
r, Ido all thoſe that we take for honeſt Men, at- 
n Iain, either Liviog er Dead, to THY: tranſcen· 
1 dent 
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dent Honours as have been now mention d. 4 
Man muſt be ſomerhing elſe than barely Juſt, ac- 


cording to what we uſually call Juſtice, or he 
muſt be egregiouſly wicked above the common 
Rate, before he ſhall find himſelf either way 
concem d in our Text, ſo as to expect that rhe 
Promiſe, or the Threat ſhould be made good 
upon him or upon his Memor x. 

For let us confider Juſtice according to the 
ordinary Notion of the Word, whether Diſtri 
butive or Commurative: It is very little more 


than a bare negative Vittue, if a Negative can 
be call'd a Virtue: It will indeed keep us from 


committing ſome ſort of Crimes, but thoſe 


Crimes are ſuch as will render him infamous 


that commits them; and for that Reaſon, to ab- 


ſain from them can deſerye but ſmall Thanks 


or Praiſe. 


only, that are truſted with the Diſpoſal of pub- 
lick Rewards; and all it poſitively obliges them 


to, is to make ſuch Enquiry, as the Caſe will 
admit of, for thoſe that deſerve beſt. If they 


neglect to do thus much, they betray their 


Truſt. and per jure themſelves into the Bargain, 
in caſe an Oath be taken, as it commonly is. 
For the reſt, all that's requir'd of them, is the 
Not · doing what would render em moſt con- 


 remprible'in the Eyes of all hat have any No, 
tion of comtion Honeſty. Lets ſuppoſe'a Re. 
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ward to be 9 ickly degree d to ſuch a8 have 
molt fi ſignaliz c ebe re in any Milicary Adis 
on, or have made the greateſt Improyement in” 
any oſctul . Art; and that a certain Ny 
Officers were ſworn Judges in the former Caſe, 
or of Artiſans i in the latter: Should theſe! Men 
our of any ſelfiſh Conſideration, or to oblige 
thoſe from whom, they expected ſome: private 
Adyantage, adjudge the Prize to any, bur ſack. 
as 925 knew, 12 might, if, — ens know 
to de erve it be That would be. to diſpoſe 
of i it as their own, which. is mach the ſame a 
if they. conyerted it to, their own- Uſe: ſick 
Men wou d roh the P Publick, not only of what: 
was. depoſited, in their. Hands, but of the Be- 
nh 1 1 — from a due Encouragement: of 
And if they differ d in any thing from 
8 Thieves, it / muſt be upon account of: 
ſuch, _— Circumſtances as word rendar 
them worthy.o A „much more ſhameful Funiſhe 
ent. 
. And then Prader other Part of, Juſtice, which 
is ſupgos d to direct us in ogr ordinary Deal: 
ings. with, one. Another: The 2 Rules 
of which are, T pa keep. our Fajth ; wrong 
10 Man either b 5 arce or Fraud, but give to, 
eyery one his, Due, and take no more te our 
ans than is ours in any. Caſe; the Ohne 5 
rheſc, and the like. Pregepts, will-never-- en- 
ily . BOY the ere, Reyard propos d. i in: 
our 


1 


* 
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our . For what Honour is it to Man „IA 
he lives, that he is not a Perjurious or 4 Per. 


fidious Wrerch; Thar he is not an Extortioner, 
4 Cheat or a Robber? Or what Veneration will 
it bring to his Memory. whieti it ſhall be ſaid, 
that he has not undergone nor deſerv d the 


Puniſhment due to ſuch Crimes © 
But tho' Men that are only thus far fall, 


 earitot: be the Perſons meant in the former Part 
of our Text; yet we need go no further in 


fearch of them that are chiefly concern d in the 


N may certainly be reckon'd amo! ng thoſe 

„by way of Eminence, ate ſtiłd The 
Wicked 'Their Crimes being ſuch as, if gene- 
nerally practic d. muſt ſubvert the Foundation 


of human Society, and fill all Places with Ra: 
pine and Violence; Which would end iti the 


common Ruin ef any People or Nation: And 
they may be juſtly reputed guilty of all the 


effect. We need not go to prove that, what 


the Wicked are thteatned with in our T ext, 
ſhall be the Lot of ſuch Men; there being no- 


thing more agreeable to the Judgment of Man- 


Kind, as People of all Nations ſhew by their 
dealing with Offenders of this Sort; (ſüch of 


them at leaſt as the Laws can take hold of, 2 

whom they either ſend out of the World, 

not fic to live in it, by an ignominious Ded 
1 2 or 


latter. For Offenders againſt this Negative 


Miſchief which they do what in them lies, to 


ee £& 
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or they ſet ſuch Marks of Diſgrace upon them. 
that, as little Shame as they have left, Death 

it ſelf might ſeem more eligible even to them. 
If the Memorial of ſuch Men periſh not with. 
themſelves; it will but be a means to perpetuate. 
their Infamy. ; 

But tis certain that the Holy Seriprures give 
us a much more large and comprehenſive No- 
tion of Juſtice. And that particular Branch of 
it, which we commonly take for the Whole, 
comes very ſhort of what Reaſon dictated to 
the ancient Heathens. 

According to the Scripture Notion, J aſtice 
or Righteouſneſs (for 'tis the ſame Word in 
the Original) comprehends all thoſe Virtues and 
Graces which Religion inſpires us with: ſuch 
of them eſpecially, as diſpoſe and incline us to 
the Offices of Humanity, Charity, Liberality, 


Mercy, Kindneſs; in thort, to do all the Good 


we can to others, as often as we have an Op- 
portunity of doing it. I need nor in this Place 
quote all the Texts of Scripture that are com- 
monly urg'd ro this Purpoſe. I ſhall therefore 
only take Notice of the Deſcription given by 
Holy David of the Righteous Man or the 
Good (for thoſe are ſynonomous Terms with | 
him) in the 37 and 112 P/a/ms; where he 


repreſegts ſuch a Man, as One that is gracious 


and full of Compaſſion, That is ever merci- 
ful and , Sar Favour and lendeth, Thar 


E | hath | 9 
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hath diſpers'd and given to the Pre con- 
cerning this Man the Pſalmiſt declares, chat 
he ſhatl be had in everlaſting Remembrance, 


and that hie Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. 
But it may not be amiſs ro give ſome ſhort 


banc of what the wiſer Heathens thought 


of this Matter. Ariſtotle declares Juſtice to 
be, not any Part of Virtue, bur the Whole, 
Ov pers age s, ANN A agery: And to ſhew 
that this was no particular Notion of his own, 
He quotes the following Verſe from an Ancienr 
Poet, — Ex Sxuiouy Mn mo acTh a. 
He acknowledges no other Diſtinction be- 
tween Juſtice and Virtue in general, but that a 
Man may be ſimply virtuous, conſider'd apart 
by Himſelf: Whereas he that is Fuſt, is alwaies 
ſo in Reſpect. ro other People, making ule of 
every particular Virtue in promoting the Com- 
mon Good: for which Reaſon he ſays Juſtice 
18 gern ud . TeAtiay Or the very Perfection 
of Virtue: He being the beſt Man, who is 
good, not in himſelf only, but to all about him 
As on the contrary, he is conſummately Wick- 
ed, who is both vicious in himſelf, and injuri- 
ous to them that he has to deal with. 

la this Point 4ri/torte perfectly agrees with 
his Maſter Plato, who wequrntly brings ir in 

Socrates diſputing, to the ſame Purpoſe. 
Tully, who form'd his Notions of theſe Mar- 
ters upon what * had collected from the Greek 
E 2 
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Moraliſts, repreſents Juſtice as the Foundation of 
every thing that is commendable in Man; and 
to be that from whence Good Men are ſo call'd, 
Unde Viri boni nominantur. He makes it to 
conſiſt of two Parts, whereof the one is that 
Negative part before ſpoken of, namely, that 
we wrong no Man; The other, that we do 
what Good we can to all Men: And in reſpect 
to this latter Part he ſays, That Juſtice, totam 
ſe ad alienas Vriilitates porrigit atque expli- 
cat. That this Virtue diffuſeth it ſelf in the 
practice of all the reſt, which, according to 
him, are nothing elſe bur Juſtice under different 
Names diverſify d according to it's Objects: 
That in Regard to the Deity, tis Religion; to 
Parents, Duty; towards Men in general, Good- 
neſs; in matters of Truſt, Fidelity; in moderat. 
ing our Reſentments, Lenity ; and Kindneſs a- 
mong Friends. Laſtly, That it makes all other 
Virtues to be what they are, cannot be it 
ſelf perfect without them. What we call Pru- 
dence, when void of Juſtice is, according to 
him, nothing elte but knaviſh Cunning; and 
Fortitude but mere Brutality. On the other 
ſide, tho Probity may in jome Meaſure ſubſiſt 
where Prudence is wanting, yer he will ſcarce 
allow it the Name of Juſtice : a But. 2 Coward, 
He thinks, can never be a Juſt Man. Nemo 


juſtus_ eſſe poteft, faith He, qui mortem, qui 
dolorem , Ju exilium, 
=. 


ui egeſiatem ti- 


F mer; 
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met; aut qui ea que hiſce ſunt contraria, 
 equitatti: anteponit. © hed . 
To be juſt then, according to the true No- 
tion of that Word, is to have all the good 
Qualities that compleat the Character of a Vir- 
tuous Man; and to exert them all as there is 


Occaſion in acquitting ones ſelf of his private 


Obligarions; and in procuring, what in us lies, 
the common Benefit of Mankind. | 

And now it will be no hard Matter to ſhow 
the Connexion between the Terms of our firſt 
Propoſition. The Truth is, thoſe Terms are con- 
vertible; for there can be nothing ſaid to the 
Honour of any well deſerving Perſon, but muſt 
be borrow'd from the Deſcription of a Juſt Man. 
Wherefore, to repreſent him as he is in himſelf, 
is to give him the greateſt Honour that a Man 
is capable of, conſider'd as a Man in his moral 
Capacity: So that Solomon in ſaying that his 
Memory is bleſſed, ſaid no more in Effect than 
his Father had ſaid before him, when he de- 
clar d that ſuch a Man ſhould be had in ever- 
laſting Remembrance, for to remember Him, 
muſt be to Bleſs his Memory; his Virtues ne- 
ceſſarily affecting People's Minds with Love and 
Admiration; inſomuch that there cannot be a 
more delightful Object offer d to the Sight, than 
this is to the Mind; at leaſt, in the Judgment 
of thoſe that underſtand human Nature beſt. 
Plate iar there ccd be yo Image” f 
Ph or . 3 8 beauti- 
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beautiful and amiable as that of Virtue would 


appear, were it ſet before us. Ariſtotle de- 
TS Juſtice more to be admir'd than the 
brighteſt Star in the Firmament, 
OU Eo Our ESO om Jauvuags. 
Saith He. A ſenſible Proof of all which, every 
Man, that deſerves that Name, cannot but feel 
within his own Breaſt. He muſt certainly be 
of a Make different from that of other People, 
who can hear or read of an Action truly Good 
and Generous, and not be delighted with the 
Recital, and not love to revolve it over and 
over again in his Mind. And when Virtue and 
Vice may ſeem for a time to be at a Struggle, 
who is there can ſit unconcern'd for the Event, 
or does not find himſelf inſenſibly engag'd in 
the juſt Cauſe, and become a Party before He 
was aware, at whatever diſtance of Time or 
Place the Scene may be lay d? Quzs eff tam die. 
ſomilts homini qui non moveatur © Offenſione 
Turpitudinis © Comprobatione Honeſtatis — 
Quis Fregellanum Proditorem, quanquam 


Reipublice noſtræ profuit, non odit — Quis 


Ariſtidem mortuum noun diligit? an obliviſca- 
nur quantopere in audiendo legendoque mo- 
veamur, cum pie, cum amice, cum magno ani- 
mo aliquid factum efſe cognoſtimus? This He 
obſeryes to be the pure Impulſe of Nature diſ- 
covering it ſelf after the ſame Manner both in 
Perſons of an ingenuous Education, and in Fo 
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rude Multitude; as appear'd by the Acclama. 


rions it forc'd from the latter, when any. fignal 
Act of Virtue was repreſented on the Stage. 
*Tis the Love that Men naturally have for 
ſuch Objects of Delight and Admiration, and 
their Deſire to keep them, as long as tis poſ- 
ſible, preſent to their Minds, that have put 
People, in all Ages and Places, upon ſtudying 
Ways to perpetuate the Memory of excellent 
Perſons. This ſeems to have given Riſe to 
many Anniverſary Solemnities, and to have 
firſt occaſion d the erecting of Pillars, Pyra- 
mids, Mauſoleums, Statues. It's true that Peo- 
ple's Eſteem and Gratitude did very ſoon, and 
in many, Places, turn to a ſuperſtirious Fond- 
 neſ$*yhich they made appear by conſecrating 
Ars and Temples to the Virtues, and to the 
Perſons of thoſe they held in Admiration. But 
this, like all other Exceſſes which Men's Incli- 
nations lead em to, when ſuffer'd to outrun 
their Reaſon, ſtill ſhews how they naturally 
ſtand affected. It ſhews, that they muſt — 
think them highly to deſerve the greateſt Ho- 


nours, that the Condition of mortal Man is 


capable of, whom they ſuppos d to partake of 
the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſo far as to 


become proper Objects of Religious Worſhip. 
But I find Time will not allow me to dwell 


upon this pleaſing Part of my Subject, much 


leis to handle the more odious Part as it de- 


r 
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to them that have contributed to the nobleſt | 
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ſerves, tho' perhaps no leſs neceſſary to be in- 
culcated and enlarged upon: I wes 5 — 
ape ran to the Application. | 


We are met together at this Time to Bleſs 
the Memories of the Founders and Benefactots 
of this magnificent College; and of thoſe leſ- 
fer Bodies of which this great One was com- 
pos d. To Bleſs, I ſay, their Memories, for 
ſo we muſt do whenſoever we remember them 
by that Title, and to mention their Names up- 
on any other Account would be i t at 
this Time: For which Reaſon, what we have 
to ſay of them will in a great Meafure be ap- 
plicable to other Founders and Benefaors of 
Colleges. However, all will agree, zhat the 
Praiſe, due to ſuch eminent Promoters of Yir- 
tue and Learning, belongs in a peculiar m 


Foundation of the Sort the World affords. - 

This muſt be allow'd concerning them, 55 
al in General to whom the World is oblig'd, 
for their having kept up Learning in it, that 


they deſerve a Place among the greateſt Bene- 


factors to Mankind; For tis to them in a great 


Mealare, that the civiliz'dPatc of Mankindiows e 


the Benefits ariſing from human Society: For 
which Reafon all chat Honour ought to be 
pay'd to their Memories, which was really due 
fo 5 whom the Ancient ** 3 in 
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the greateſt Veneration: Thoſe, who were moſt 
Idoliz'd by them, appear to be ſuch as, either 
had reduc'd em from a State of Barbarity, by 
improving their inbred Principles of Reaſon and 
Virtue, into moral Rules for a focial and a civil 
Life; or ſuch as gave their Minds to find out 
uſefal Arts and Sciences, by which the Condi- 
tion of Men in this World was render'd more 
commodious; for all which Rules, Arts and 
Sciences, by whomſoever invented or improv'd; 
rogether wirh the Benefits reſulting from them, 
we ſtand indebted ro them, by whoſe means 
Learning hath been preſery'd and propagated. 
For, were it not- for That, Mankind would 
ſoon relapſe into Ignorance, Confuſion, and 
Barbarity. Wherefore tis fit that the Enemies 
of ſach Societies as this, ſhou'd be ſometimes 
minded of their Obligations to us: for as little 
Learning as they may have themſelves yet, 
they partake of the common Benefit ariſing 
from it, whilſt they enjoy the Privileges of a 
civil Life; and are ſo much the better for it, 
by how much their Condition differs from that 
of a Wild American or a Brutiſh Hotentot. 

But all this was a ſmall Part of what they 


had in View, whoſe Memories we now 6/eſ5; 


Their Charity being ſuch, as could not be con- 
fin'd to this World; For their chief Deſign, in 
erecting theſe Nurſeries of Learning, was, that 
they might prove ſubſervient to Religion. - ö 
a”: f - WhiC 
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which end, they have made ſuch proviſſon fot 
the Education of Vouth to be inſtructed in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity. and inur d to the 
practice of it's Duties, that. -whilſt any Re- 
gard is had to the Rules they have Er 
us, The Church will never want a ſupply of 
ſuch as, thro' the Blefling of God, may be ſuc- 
ceſsfully imploy'd in promoting the e Wel. 
fare of Mankind. 

This was the peculiar Deſign of our . Founders 
and Benefactors; nor has there been any thing 
wanting on their Parts to render it effectual: 
Of which our Statutes will be a convincing 
proof, to all that ſhall peruſe: them without 
Prejudice: For in theſe every thing neceſſary 
or conducive to that Deſign is provided for 
with great Wiſdom ; and Directions given us, 
for carrying it on, ſo very plain, that they cans 
not be miſinterpreted thro' Ignorance, let us af. 
fect it ever fo much; and ſo praQticable,, that 
our departing from them in any material Point, 
can admit of no Excuſe: I ſay, in any, material 
Point; for it is not poſſible, that human Laws 
ſhould be ſo contriy'd, but the Change of Times 


and of other Circumſtances, may (as to the po- 


ftive Part of them) make ſome, ſmall Alreras 


tions deſirable: But in Matters relating to the 


Choice of Perſons, that are to become Mem- 


bers of this Body; Their Inſtruction in the Prin- 


enn of Religion, and all Such ee as may 


26 A Stxmon Preachd 
be uſeful to em in that which ought! ta be 
their Principal Study; and the Maintenance of 
good Diſcipline in every Reſpect, our Statutes 
are ſo agreeable to natural Equity and the Reaſon 
of things, that to violate them, wonld, in our 

Caſe, be to break thro' the ſtrongeſt Obligations 
that are upon us, as we are Men and Members 
of human Society, as well as Chriſtians. 

Time will allow me to inſiſt only on the 
firſt of theſe Particulars, I mean, that part of our ff! 
Statutes which direct us in the Choice of Scho. | 
lars and Fellows; which is ſo agreeable to the f 
known Rules of common Juſtice, that to de: n 

viate from it, in any the like Cafe, would bell © 

phly criminal were we under no Obligation | 

of an Oath: It binds us carefully to examine 9 
the Perfons concern d, that is, all, that by the p. 

Statutes, are capable of an Election: To con- N 

fider only their Merit, without Affection or 91 
Favour; and to chuſe them, and them only, 
out of the whole Number, whom in our Con- if be 
ſciences we ſhall judge to be the beft qualify'd, | A 
mmaxime idoneos. All this, I fay,” is no more la 
than what common Juſtice binds every Man to, V 
in any the like Caſe: For He muſt be a very I an 
anrighteons Judge, that gives Sentence without I fe: 
having heard the Parties; or that debars any 
from a fair Hearing; or that hath Reipect to 

Perſons in Judgment, and, without conſidering 


your 
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your, of his Friend: He muſt be a very faith- 
leſs Truſtee, who ſhall give to one whar he hath 
receiv'd in Truſt for another, as He alwaies 
does in the preſent Caſe, who prefers not them 
that deſerve, beſt, to the unworthy and to the 
b m arch}; 2s 27445 
So juſt and reaſonable is that ſolemn. Obliga- 
tion laid upon us in a Matter of the higheſt Im- 
portance, on which the whole Deſign of our 
Inſtitution does chiefly depend: For, according 
to the ordinary Courſe of Things, That will 
never fail, if we keep our Integrity; but it can 
never have its due Effect, ſhould we prevari- 
cate with God and Man in this Matte. 
If we diſcharge our Truſt, as we have bound 
our Souls to do, Our College will be alwaies 
producing, and alwaies ſending out into the 
World, Men qualify'd to anſwer the Intention 
of our Founders. For when ſo many ingenuous 
Youths; as flock hither from all Parts, ſhall 
be made ſenſible, that, from the Time of their 
Admiſſion, they become Candidates for Scho- 
larſhips, and may be choſen Fellows, the fame 
Year that they have taken their firſt Degree; 
and that Nothing can ſtand in their Way to Pre- 
ferment, but the ſuperior Merit of their Com- 
panions (ſince every One ſhall be admitted to 


a publick and impartial Examinarion,) He muſt 


be 4 Stranger to human Nature, that can ima- 


Line any thing fo ſevere in our Diſcipline, that 


D 2 , Youths 


N ; 
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Youths thus perſuaded will not ina com- 
ply with; any Difficulties in Learning which 
they will not be animated to attempt and over- 
come. They are now in the Morning, as it 
were, of Life. when the Faculties of the Mind 
exert themſelves with the greateſt Vivacity and 
Vigour: Tis at their Age, that the Deſire of 
Glory and the Senſe of Shame have the Rrong- 
eſt Influence on the Mind; It nee baren 
the Voung Man's Ambition, 1 
Aden cg ,', ö reigox Af Las. 
And with this they'l be the more enflam'd, 

the more they have to contend with; ſo: that 
tis a peculiar Advanrage to this great Body, that 
there are, or ought to be, ſo very many Con. 
currents at every Election. For tis not only 
true, that the beſt Choice is alwaies made out 
of the greateſt Number, but the more they are 
that ſtand in Competition the greater Profi- 

cients they'l all of em be; every Competitor 
adding a Spur to the Diligence of the reſt: $0 
that, whoever gain the Prize they'l all grow 
the better by contending for it. What a mighty 
Advantage might be made of this natural Emu- 
lation of theirs, to their own and the publick 
Good, when directed the right Way, may ap- 

pear from the Effects it commonly has in Mat- 

Bo of an Indifferent Nature, and too often in 
ſuch as are Blame-worthy ; for it will alwaies 
be exerciſing it ſelf upon lomerhing, and if _ 
OR N 


s ß ñ ñę ũ .. . 


N 


in TRINIT X- COLLEGE EHA PEL. 29 


employ d about that which is good and 

ch laudable, they'll be labouring to excel each o- 

r- ther in Trifles, or that which is worſe. The 

it Effects of it were very remarkable of old in 

nd the Græcian Youth : They could ſubmit them 

nd ſelves, for a long Courſe of Years, to a moſt 
of | painful Drudgery, accompanyd with an irk- 

g. ſome Diet, in Hopes, that they might, one 

ly Day, be admitted to put in for the Ohmpick 
or the Iſthmian Prize; and all for the Glory of 

I ſignalizing their Strength and Activity of Body: 

d, | Wherein let a Man exerciſe Himſelf ever ſo 


at much, hel never come near to many Brute 
at Creatures: ſo that the Victor's Merit was ſo | 
n- ſinall, that it might be thought ſufficiently re- | 


ly | warded with his Parfey-Garland. But here the | 
ut Prize is ofter'd to ſuch as ſhall, the moſt near. 
re | ly, attain to the nobleſt Accompliſhments of 

fi- Human Nature; in which tis the proper Glory 

or of a Man to excell. For here the Enquiry will 

So or ought to be, Who hath treaſur d up moſt of 3 
w | fuch Knowledge as will ſerve to improve his 4 
ty | Reaſon, and regulate his Manners? Whoſe Be- [' 
u-: haviour hath made it moſt appear, that He 

ck | grows every Day Wiſer and Better by what He \ 
p- learns 2 And Who hath been exerciſing Himſelf - 
at- | moſt, and to beſt Purpoſe, in ſuch Arts as wil! 
in be ＋ Ule and Ornament. to him in every Con- 15 | 
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It is not credible that Creatures endu'd' with 
rational Souls can be in Doubt, on which of 
theſe Accounts, it will beſt become them to 
diſtinguiſh» themſelves: It can ſurely be no Que. 


ſtion among thoſe that ſtand here before us; of 
whom it is hop'd that they are all of them, ad. 


Zaudem & ad Decus nati, ſuſcepti inſtituti.--- 
But Hic fiunt Homies — It is according 
to the Turn they ſhall here take, that they are 


like to prove hereafter. If they ſhall now be 


directed aright, there is not any Profeſſion, or 
Station, that they may nor one Day come to 
adorn; after having been Diſciplin d and Exer- 
cis'd, as our Statutes require, in this noble 
Gymnaſium, or rather in ſo conſpicuous a 
Theatre, as our College, when rightly order'd, 
can never fail to be; For the World will then 
have it's Eyes continually upon us. We ſee 
what a Confluence of Nobility and Gentry , 
The Virtue of One Man daily draws to one of 
our leaſt Colleges; and is ir poſſible that This 
ſhould lie hid in an inglorious Obſcurity, when 
goyern'd according to our Statutes, and conſe- 
quently fill'd with Perſons every Way fit for 
their reſpective Stations? Nh £52 
On the other ſide, if they ſhall be abandon d 
to Themſelves, and their own Yourhful Imagi- 
nations, without any Account taken of their 
Behaviour, or Notice of their Improvements ; 
If the Rewards, that ſhould invigorate = 
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Diſcipline, ſhall be given promiſcuouſiy, With» 


well as to the moſt Regular, the Diligenr and 
the Slothful; or if they only ſhall hope to be 
prefer d, who are ee to us fro r. | 
broad, or are puſh'd forward by 
practices at Home; and all ſhall be ne 5 
off at laſt with a like ſolemn Atteſtation to the 
Progreſs they have made in Virtue and Learn- 
ing. There may, notwithſtanding all this, 
be among them, who ſhail prove excellent 
Men. —— But no Thanks to us fort, they wou'd 
be the fame, or much better, had they been 
educated elſewhere. For the reſt, the beſt that 


can be faid e mild be, that we are as Salt © 


that bath loſt it s:'$4vaur; That we have de- 
feated the whole Deſign of our 'Inſtirution, 
rhaking it become uſelefs to the Publick ; and, 
in Return for the liberal Maintenance we enjoy, 
thro the Bounty of our Founders,” do what in 
us lies, to bring a laſting Reproach upon their 
Memories, as if they had imag ind ſuch 4 Aar 
vice as they were: not able to perform. Th 
But the R will never ſtick there; it 
will return a Hundred Fold upon our foley 
Our Founders and Benefactors, in order to ef- 
fect the utmoſt that 1 have been mentioning, 
have requir'd at our Hands nothing that is im. 
practicable or difficult; or that Gd Men in 
out Station would: not take Pleaſure to be em 
ves "0 d 


out Diſtinction of Merit, to the Diſotderly as 0 1 


ploy'd. in; I mean, e 
ing, and the Encouragemeht of Virtue: They 
are Both done every day with Great Succeſs by 
Men, that have none of our peculiar Obliga- 
tions upon them, and are deſtitute of thoſe 
many Advantages that we abound with. Tis 


now a conſiderable time, ſince Perſons of. all 


Ranks, from thoſe of the firſt Quality, down 
to the very Mechanicks, have, to the great 
Honour of our Country, united themſelves in- 
to a Society, for the Improvement of Arts and 
Sciences. The ſame is done, or doing, in al- 
moſt every noted City, all Europe over. Our 
Laity are at this very Time, in every Part of 
the Nation, aſſociating themſelves for the Sup- 
preſſion of Vi ice and e „ 
* fe 
Et Akane: acai: — hed; 
But if We, not content to ſit ful We} Go our 
Work taken out of our Hands, ſhall: reſolve 
not only not to proſecute, but wholly to In- 
vert the Deſign of our Inſtitution, ſetting up 
another kind of Diſcipline, in direct Oppoſition 
to that preſcribd us, Prefering our Voung Peo- 
ple, according as they ſhall be approvd of by 
3 vileſt Sycophants, and appear the moſt 
to tread in their Steps, or ſhall have been 
6 ſucceſsful in undermining and ſupplanting 
their Brethren : - (For That, in all likehhood, 
will then be the Principal Study of many, who; 
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could'they confide in our Integrity, would Be ; 
kbouring to excel each other in every iss 
that is good and laudable: ) By which mein. 
this Royal Magnificent College may, in time, 
become a Nurſery of ſervile Flatterers and trick. „ 
11 ing Knaves; who, if any, do ſurely deſerve te 
Title of human Generis Opprobria; If ſumß 
. Methods ſhall” ever come to be us d, as may” 

= tend to corrupt our Old Men, as well as our 

p Young, and Working upon their Hopes or 72 | 

don their Fears; may allure or force them to let 

go their Integrity, and betray their Truſt, whe-' 


7 | cher in This, or in any Other Matter of Impor- 

f 

. tance. — If This ſhall ever come to be Our 2 
x Caſe, as, how ſoon it may, God knows, who' _ ® 
zs alone able to prevent it, We, ſhall then have 
little Cauſe to complain of our Obſcurity ; ;'We' 


; ſhall wiſh rather that thick Darkneſs might co. 
" | ver us — But in vain ——For We are as a City 1 
" | that is ſer upon a Hill, which cannot be hid 
cover d indeed We ſhall be with Shame, Shame . 
thar, withour Repentance and Amendment, and I 
' || Reparation (fo far as tis poſſible) for the Wrong "i 
| We ſhall have done to the Publick, and to all 
that have been defrauded of their Right, wil! 
infallibly turn 70 everlaſting Confuſion, And 
even in this World, it will be with us, as 'twas 
With the Iyaclitec, when under the utmoſt Se. 
verity of God's Judgment. We ſhall become an i 
Aſtoniſhment, a Proverb, and a BY Word; _..þ 
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| Reproach to our Neighbours, 4 Scot i aud 
 Deriſion to them that are round about us; 
And at this Houſe which is high ry One 
| _ PU by 2 be A 1 d. ad 2 hal 
Hi; and they ſhall ſay, 2 hath the Lord 
done thus unto this Houſe ? And they ſhall an- 
fever. Becauſe they forſook the 1 their 
God, — This will be our Portion — But tho 
our Names ſhall rot upon the Earth, yet will 
uy Memory of our Founders and Benefactors 
be Bleſſed, by all chat ſhall conſider with how 
much Wiſdom as well as Charity, they haye 
ſtudy'd to promote the Happinels of Mankind. 
Or if their Glory ſhall in any reſpect. bs b 
ſcur d among Men, by our fruſtraring their Pious 
Intentions, yet we may be ſure, that their Re- 
ward will be the ſame in Heaven, as if the 
Succeſs had been every way equal to their De- 
fires. And there we know, They that be Wiſe, 
ſhall ſhiue as the Brightweſs- of the Firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to Righte- 
"fheſe, as 5 the Stars for ever ae ever. 
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